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FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Bro. Wes Guyton who is recovering from  


surgery. Also remember his mother.


Sis. Pam Gay’s father.  Bro. Rick Hulsey


struggles with his health. Bro. Dennis Nash


remains in Northside Cumming. 


Sis. Nancy Woods recovering from a broken 


 Wrist, also her mother.


Check the board in the back for others


That I missed. The many that are traveling


 this week. Our expectant mothers, Anna


 Tramell and Alex Bowman


___________________________________________


Group “D” meeting tonight


After service


___________________________________


Upcoming Dates to Remember





Bible Forum …………March 22-26


VBS ………………………….June 14-18


Youth Forum ………………...July 9-11


_________________________________


The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For it's members / By it's members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Brad Bowman


Song Leader----Matt Jones


Lord's Supper---Joe Phillips


   Asst. 1-----Cecil Douthitt


   Asst. 2-----Steve Huff


   Asst. 3-----Joey Jackson


   Asst. 4-----Justin Douthitt


   Asst. 5-----Donnie Gilbert


2nd Prayer----Dion Clark


Read Scripture---Jeff Lacquement


Sermon-------Preston Jackson


Announcements----Rodee Bruns


Closing Prayer---Ryan Pink 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Jack Green


Song Leader-------Preston Jackson


2nd Prayer------Malcolm Smith


Read Scripture ---Tyler Davidson


Sermon----Michael Burke


Lord's Supper----Joe Phillips


Announcements----Rodee Bruns


Closing Prayer---George Wilcox


Wednesday PM Service





Bible Forum





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Michael Burke 770-889-8747


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 
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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5
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The Bible Forum





     I don't know when Gospel meetings began but I suppose you could consider Paul's missionary journeys


 a series of extended meetings. I do know that as far back as I can remember such meetings have been a part of my life. It was the practice of my parents to attend Gospel meetings in the area when they happened and the 


children were conditioned to go along.


     It was quite common for many of these meetings to 


be held under a large tent, i.e. "Tent Meetings". Larger congregations would purchase and maintain a large tent capable of housing 150 or more and they would make them available to smaller groups who did not have one. Such meetings often lasted two or three weeks in the summer with no A/C and the crowds would be overflowing. It took a great deal of effort on the part of many people to pull them off and the support of local members and visiting members was crucial to their success. Nonetheless, with this facility and by these 


means the Gospel was spread throughout rural America.


    Times have changed now and our focus on meetings has taken a different direction, but does that mean that something like a “bible forum” is not as important anymore? I sure hope no one here thinks that way but 


just what is your attitude toward our efforts this week? 


Do you see it as an added hassle in your busy schedule? An added inconvenience for the kids who have to stay 


up later on school nights? (not that it is so) Another meeting to sit through? Or is it perhaps an opportunity 


to revel in spiritual thoughts and studies to enrich my 


life in God's word and to reach the lost? 


Think for a moment about what it takes to make this bible forum a success. 		


				Cont. on Page 3





The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)











SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)





Presiding Over the Supper


By Don R. Freiling








what’s coming next and off the subject.  Personally, I need time and silence to better put my mind on the subject.  (7) Using a play or skit because this brings a sacred, spiritual event down to a secular level.  (8) Thinking the Lord’s Supper is the main purpose for gathering.  Such an attitude leads to people just coming for the Lord’s Supper and then leaving.  This could lead to arbitrarily assigning a greater or lesser importance to other things God has required.  


    The Corinthian church assembled together and were edified (chapter 14).  They sang together, prayed together, and gave of their means.  Is preaching less important than the Lord’s Supper?  Romans 10 proclaims the need of preaching and following the Lord’s charge in the Great Commission.  Who would say singing is more important than prayer?  The Bible does not say the Lord’s Supper has more weight on God’s scale than singing, praying, preaching, and giving.  If we have the correct attitude, we will seek to do everything God requires in the best way we know how.  (9) Reading from the writings of men.  Someone less informed may read something inappropriate or with Calvinistic assumptions. (10) Trying to attain a new “spiritual high” each time you partake.  This leads to “let-downs,” depression, or even guilt.


    The best thing we can do, in my opinion, is to dignify the Lord’s Supper with reflective silence. Allow a moment to pass before offering prayer for the element being taken.


    Lincoln said in another war “Men will little note nor long remember what we say here, but they will never forget what they did here.”  Yes, we will remember—but only as long as we are reminded.
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First of all it must have a purpose. Our effort is designed to appeal to those who have not obeyed the gospel but have questions about God’s plan and the subjects should have appeal to you also. It must have planning and that planning began many months ago. It requires preparation. A letter has been drafted 


for mailing and cards printed for handout and a door knocking done to spread the word and a sign erected. Accommodations and meals for the preacher have been made. It requires a presenter and Brother Henry has come far too present lessons that will appeal to those seeking God.


     But, the one thing that really matters most to the success of this meeting is your participation in each and every service and that will take some effort on your part. Work schedules may have to be changed, homework completed early, ball practice missed. There may be other scheduled activities that you must give up to be here every night but think of what it will say to the unbeliever who visits if you are not here to say nothing of what you will miss.    


     I have said often that the choices we make about matters like this says much about our commitment to God. If you think that this special effort to reach lost souls and to be edified to a closer walk with God is important, you have a chance to prove it this week.


     If you make your plans and have the determination to be here every night, this forum will be a success. I will assure you that you will say as the Psalmist “I was glad when they said unto me, let us go unto the house of Jehovah". (Ps 122:1)


			JP








    Memorial Day is more special to some than to others.  “How soon they forget” is a thought verbalized by veterans of World War II as they notice Memorial Day ignorers.  One veteran wrote about an amphibious landing on an island in the South Pacific.  He recalled how the sea swarmed with landing barges filled with troops.  The barges approached the beach under heavy fire from concrete bunkers.  The air was filled with lead and soon the sea was colored by the blood of gallant boys who would never fire a shot for their cause.  A few barges made it to the beach and many of the men on these were slaughtered in the shallow water.


    Those who survived to the sand dunes were pinned down by machine guns from concrete bunkers. Many were dying.  With no visible hesitation they pressed forward.  When they reached the bunker, they realized that it was no longer active.  They looked inside and saw four dead enemy gunners and two dead Marines.  There were no survivors to tell the story of this frantic hand-to-hand combat.


   Time and circumstance did not permit longer reflection and discovery of the identity of these two Marines who gave their lives so many might live.  But these veterans never forgot.  Memorial Day is special to them.  It is special to their families.  What is the value of those two dead Marines who got to the bunker first?


    In the same sense, we owe something to the One who died for us.  What value would you place on the forgiveness of your sins?


Sometimes a short story of a suffering sacrifice in a real-life situation brings to reality the death of Jesus for us. 


We have a Memorial Day—the Lord’s 





day.  It’s once a week.  It’s important to remember.  Two Marines died for a few men in the invasion force.  Jesus died for all men of every nation of all time.  Other men could have given their lives on that bloody beach, but only one could have given His life for the sins of the world.


    Christians meet to remember as they partake of the Lord’s Supper.  This shows our common hope and unified purpose.  Despite our separation geographically or even doctrinally, the Lord’s Supper could be the platform for unity and love for each other and for all men.


    Paul exhorts in 1 Corinthians that we must “individually examine ourselves and not partake in an unworthy manner.”  Simple instructions.  How can one presiding over the Lord’s Supper assist each individual?  One cannot partake and remember for another.   The leader can effectively read appropriate passages from different translations, make comments, or relate a story pertinent to members which bring to vivid reality the events on the cross.  The leader can also describe a crucifixion or the helplessness of the onlookers.


    Personally, I recommend against (1) Dramatizing Scripture with undocumented speculation about what someone might have said or thought.  (2) Praying about things not associated with the Lord’s Super.   (3) Using familiar phrases too often.  This might imply the leader is just going through the motions—not really meaning what he says.  However, if using familiar phrases best expresses one’s heart, use them.  (4) Hurrying the service, which could diminish its importance.  (5) Prolonging the service.  Time should be given for other things which must be done while we’re together.  (6) Using external 


effects—light dimming or soft singing.  This puts my mind on








